Mayor Mark Bohle called the meeting of the Cresco City Council to order at 7:00 pm on March 15, 2010.  Present were:  Dennis Blake, Amy Bouska, Josh Moore, Steve McCarville and John Loveless.  No council  members were absent.
It was moved by McCarville to approve the consent agenda which included:  the approval of the agenda, approval of the minutes from March 1, approval of claims, approval of a Class LC Liquor License with Outdoor Service and Sunday Sales to Thomas and Mary Kleve dba Kleve’s Pub, and approval of a Class B Native Wine Permit (WBN) to Plantpeddler, Inc. dba Plantpeddler.  The motion was seconded by Loveless, and passed all ayes.

Public Works Director Dennis Cauwels updated Council on the insulation at the Street Shop that it was installed correctly.  An architect and a heating contractor concur that the issue is high humidity condensing and thawing.  Both concurred that ventilation would be the route to go to be rid of the condensation issue.  Director Cauwels stated that two new pumps have been installed at the sewer plant and that a survey crew has been in Cresco and has conducted the surveys for depth for possibly changing two sewer lines.  Cauwels mentioned that there is being work done on the water well houses, and that the water department is installing water meters again.  Council member Blake wanted a nuisance letter written to a property owner on 2nd Street across from the fire station due to the condition of the building.
Police Chief Mark Kissinger stated that things remain normal.  He also stated that Paulson Architects of Mankato Minnesota was approved by the Safety Commission at a cost of $18,750, of which the City would be responsible for $4687.50.
Deputy Clerk Michelle Girolamo reported on the status of current revenue and expenses for the month of February.  The City remains on track of 67% of an expected 67% revenue.  This means that the city has received the same revenue that it has expected at this time.  Expenses are at 58% of an expected 67% expenses which means the City has spent less than expected at this time.  She also stated that direct deposit for employees is up and running.
City Administrator Lloyd updated Council on the sewer odors in the alley south of Highway 9 and that there were some results.  The City will be ordering odologers to determine if there is any conversion of hydrogen sulfide in the lift station, as well as determining what treatment efforts are working and which ones are not.  He mentioned that the parts for televising Council meetings have arrived, and that when it was tested the audio was not working.  Arla continues to work on the project with the vendors.  Lloyd also mentioned that the I-Jobs application has been sent into the state, and he continues to work with Simmering Cory on the Housing Rehabilitation project, Northeast Iowa RC&D on a grant for storm water management, and Upper Explorerland, Hawkeye REC, and local bank representatives on a housing project.  Lloyd mentioned that he had discussed elementary student enrollment with Brian Ney, Howard Winn School Superintendent to determine if there was sufficient sanitary sewer capacity with an additional student load.  He then spoke with the City engineer and that based on the numbers there would be sufficient capacity for the sanitary sewer.  Lloyd mentioned that a meeting with Cresco Food Technologies was planned.  Lloyd reported back to Council the size of the wind turbine in Osage, and how they were able to fund it.  Lloyd stated that he had sent the franchise agreement to Alliant Energy and they were supposed to have contacted him to discuss the changes.  Alliant energy has not contacted Lloyd or the City to review the franchise agreement.

Kathy Schwartzhoff discussed the My Club Mentoring Program with Council, and to spread the word about mentoring in the Cresco community.  Information was left at City Hall if anyone is interested.

Gary Gooder, President of Howard County Economic Development discussed the direction of Howard County Economic Development, HCED, with the absence of a Director.  Mr. Gooder stated that there are discussions of consolidation between HCED, the Cresco Chamber of Commerce and Cresco Industrial Development Corporation.  The consolidation will unify the organizations while eliminating duplication by the different organizations.  


Rachael Underbakke informed the Council that the non profit group interested in renting City Hall has received their license and is working on their non-profit status.  No action was taken but Council did want to take up the matter at the April 5, 2010 meeting.

Rachael Underbakke spoke to council regarding curbside recycling and that Hawkeye recycling will be proposing a $1.29 per month increase to continue curbside recycling.  No action was taken by Council.


Mayor Bohle opened a public hearing on amending the 2009-2010 annual budget annual budget.  There were no comments from the audience.  Mayor Bohle closed the public hearing.


It was moved by Bouska to amend the 2009-2010 annual budget.  The motion was seconded by Loveless and passed all ayes.

It was moved by McCarville to adopt the comprehensive solid waste reduction plan of Cresco.  The motion was seconded by Moore, and passed all ayes.


It was moved by Blake to accept the dedication of access and utilities easements in Campsite RV Subdivision.  The motion was seconded by Bouska and passed all ayes with the exception of McCarville who abstained.


It was moved by Blake to approve a resolution allowing the Deputy Clerk and Billing Clerks to initiate direct deposits for payroll.  The motion was seconded by Moore, and passed all ayes.


There were no comments from the audience.  Mayor Bohle directed council into closed session pursuant to Iowa Code 21.5i.

It was moved by Blake to move back into closed session.  The motion was seconded by Bouska, and passed all ayes.  


It was moved by Loveless to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by McCarville, and passed all ayes.  The March 15th Cresco City Council meeting adjourned at 9:50 pm.  The next Cresco City Council meeting will be on April 5, 2010 at Cresco City Hall.

_______________________________            _________________________________
Mayor Mark Bohle



Cresco City Administrator/Clerk John Lloyd
