Mayor Mark Bohle called the meeting of the Cresco City Council to order at 7:00 pm on April 19, 2010.  Present were:  Dennis Blake, Amy Bouska, Josh Moore, Steve McCarville.  Council member John Loveless arrived at 7:05pm.  No council  members were absent.
It was moved by Blake to approve the consent agenda which included:  the approval of the agenda with the removal of business item #2 a resolution on housing projects, approval of the minutes from April 5, and the approval of claims.  The motion was seconded by Bouska, and passed all ayes.

Public Works Director Dennis Cauwels stated that a sales person would give an estimate on ventilating the Street Shop.  Arbor Day will be celebrated in Cresco April 30 at 1:15 with the planting of a tree south of Cresco Bank and Trust by the south side parking lot.  With respect to the sewer odor problem:  The sewer department will be diluting again but at about ½ the amount of water as before. Director Cauwels showed the results of the odologgers.  He stated that with the dilution hydrogen sulfide levels dropped significantly.  Blake asked how to deal with this situation so the City is not continually running water to aid in the reduction of odor.  Cauwels stated that the City will be looking at aeration to rectify the situation.  Cauwels stated that the estimated start date for 1st Ave East Reconstruction Project will be June 1st.  The City will notify the public as well as fire, EMTs, police and solid waste management.  Police Chief Mark Kissinger stated that the City has gone through the second round of tobacco compliance.  There was one business that was out of compliance and issued a citation.  Deputy Clerk Michelle Girolamo stated that the monthly reports show that we have 96% of our property tax received with a few months to go.  Expenses continue to be under budget by quite a bit, however property casualty insurance has yet to be billed.  Deputy Clerk Girolamo distributed a graph highlighting hotel/motel taxes, and that this was the lowest quarter since the City started collecting the tax.  She also stated that she will be working to enter account numbers so the accounting software can create the annual budget.  She stated that she will be working with water and sewer and Director Cauwels to look at utility rate increases.  Council commented that they appreciated the graphs and financial breakouts.
Theatre Commissioner Ken Becker reported that several short circuits were discovered when the CCT installed their new lighting hardware.  The Theatre Commission regarded this as a safety maintenance issue and replaced some of the wiring in the Cresco Theatre, and the cost will be the electrician and the wire.  Several Commission members donated their time.  Painting of Champlin Hall is mostly done, and Tupy Construction will be working on the kitchen.
City Administrator Lloyd ran through projects including:  sewer odors, written procedures and controls for audits, televising City Council meetings, grant opportunities, humidity issues in the City Shop, Cresco Foods needs, notices sent to property owners.  Council had questions about the last item, and Lloyd stated that this was a business item later in the agenda.  Lloyd updated Council on the possibility of finishing the paving of York Avenue, and the funding of the project.  There was no action taken on the staff comments.
Rachael Underbakke with Hawkeye Recycling discussed curbside recycling rate increases.  She stated that the City had asked for alternatives.  She presented numbers indicating that it would be cheaper to have curbside recycling than bin recycling like Decorah.  A rate increase of $1.29 would need to be approved to continue curbside recycling in Cresco beginning July 1.  Ross Merritt stated that the $1.29 was the portion that Howard County used to subsidize.  There were no comments and there was no action taken.
It was moved by Loveless to approve setting a public hearing on a change to the City ordinance allowing recreational fires for May 3, 2010 at 7:00.  The motion was seconded by Blake.  There was a great deal of discussion on the language of the regulation.  The motion was approved all ayes.

It was moved by Loveless to approve the contracts for two homes in the Housing Rehabilitation Program.  The motion was seconded by Moore, and passed all ayes.

It was moved by Loveless to approve the use of I-Jobs funding for additional chip sealing.  The motion was seconded by McCarville and passed all ayes.

It was moved by Moore to accept the recommendation of the Tourism Board.  The motion was seconded by Bouska and passed all ayes.  The awards were:  $866.90 for music and advertising for the All School Reunion, $2,450 for marketing of the Mighty Howard County Fair, $500 for Family Fun Nights in the park.  Deputy Clerk Girolamo raised the possibility of “smoothing” the quarterly funding for later discussion.
Administrator Lloyd stated that he is starting the Request for Proposals process for the development of a Comprehensive Plan as requested by Council.  Lloyd also stated that he is also looking into the costs for a facilitator for a Strategic 5 and 10 year Plan.  Lloyd stated that both plans can utilize parts of each, but a Comprehensive Plan is geared much more to Land Use Planning, whereas a Strategic Plan is where the City wants to be in 5 and 10 years.  He also stated that the Comprehensive Plan would probably cost about $10,000.  Blake stated that the cost should not prohibit the Plan.

Council discussed nuisance housing and vehicles.  City Attorney Joe Braun stated what the ordinance says.  He noted that what individuals might believe is a nuisance may not be a nuisance according to the ordinance.  The question that needs to be answered is if the issue is a maintenance item or a structural item.  Mr. Braun stated that it is difficult to send a nuisance abatement notice to buildings that have only cosmetic flaws, such as needing paint badly.  because paint is cosmetic and not necessarily structural.  Blake stated that homes with boarded up windows and other deficiencies detracts from the beauty of Cresco and the neighborhoods.  Bouska brought up the point about a vehicle that has not moved that is currently licensed.  The current ordinance allows citations to be issued if the vehicle has not been moved  for seven days.  After much discussion Mr. Braun suggested to have a Council committee.  Bouska felt a spreadsheet should be utilized to track complaints.  Blake mentioned that in other communities that the city says how a building should be constructed and painted.  McCarville stated that the Council wants to keep and maintain a clean community.  No action was taken.
There were no comments from the audience.

Lloyd stated that he had forgotten to bring quotes to the Council’s attention during staff reports for the City Hall roof repair.  Lloyd recommended utilizing Moss roofing for $17,789.  He stated the other quote was $21,572.40.  It was moved by McCarville to accept the quote.  The motion was seconded by Bouska and passed all ayes.

It was moved by Bouska to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Loveless, and passed all ayes.  The Cresco City Council meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm.  The next Cresco City Council meeting is scheduled for May 3, 2010 at City Hall.
_______________________________            _________________________________
Mayor Mark Bohle
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