Mayor Mark Bohle called the meeting of the Cresco City Council to order at 7:00 pm on February 1, 2010.  Present were:  Dennis Blake, Amy Bouska, Josh Moore and Steve McCarville and John Loveless.
It was moved by Bouska to approve the consent agenda which included:  the approval of the agenda, approval of the minutes from January 14, 15 and 18, 2010 Council meetings, approval of claims and  approval of a Special Class C Liquor License (BW) (Beer/Wine) with Sunday Sales to Mad Cam, Inc. dba Mabes Pizza.  The motion was seconded by Blake, and passed all ayes.

Public Works director Dennis Cauwels stated that a security light would be going up at well #4 with council approval.  That action item will be on the next agenda.  He also stated that the City had received grants from Alliant Energy and Black Hills Energy for planting trees in the summer and that Cresco has received a Tree City USA Award for the sixteenth year in a row.
City Administrator Lloyd briefly discussed the electric franchise with Alliant Energy, and stated that their representative would be at the next Council meeting to discuss the franchise.  Lloyd presented Council an estimate of $2,670, excluding electrical costs, for improvements to Champlin Hall.  There was no action taken on the improvement.  Council requested the electrical quote and information from the Theatre Commission.  Bouska asked why the Theater Group could not do the painting themselves, particularly since that is nearly half of the estimated total.  Lloyd updated Council on the sewer odor issue, televising the Council meetings, employee direct deposit, and different grant opportunities.  Lloyd also stated that an offer on the old City Hall Building had expired.
It was pointed out by Lloyd that he made a procedural error at the January 18, 2010 meeting in that the Council could not waive the second and third readings of proposed ordinance 421 due to a lack of 75% of the Council being present, and that is why the second reading was occurring.  It was moved by Loveless to approve the second reading of proposed Ordinance 421 Curfew Regulations.  The motion was seconded by Bouska, and passed all ayes.  It was moved by Moore to approve a resolution waiving the third reading of Ordinance 421.  The motion was seconded by Bouska and passed all ayes.  It was then moved by Moore to approve Ordinance 421.  The motion was seconded by Bouska and passed all ayes.
Rachael Underbakke spoke to the Council to discuss the possible uses of the old City Hall Building.  She stated that she and others are looking at forming a non-profit organization that would accept clothing and other household donations.  The group would propose to utilize the old City Hall and pay for utility expenses and some of the upkeep for a year.  After a year is up, then they would re-evaluate how the business was doing.  Council member Blake asked if this organization would be working with a business next to Leutholds.  Ms. Underbakke stated that it would be in competition with that business, so that money and donations would stay within Cresco, as well as any contributions from profits from this organization.  Blake also asked if the organization would need any of the garage space.  Ms. Underbakke indicated that they could use the area where the third door is.  Blake asked if the property would then get put back on the tax rolls.  Staff would look into this question.  Council member Bouska was concerned with whether the drop off would be attended, and whether or not folks making a donation would be able to get a receipt for the donation.  Ms. Underbakke indicated that the drop off would be attended and donations would get receipts.  Blake requested that the topic get placed back on the agenda.  Council appeared positive about the discussion and the proposal.  No action was taken.
It was moved by Loveless to approve a resolution accepting an Easement Conveyance for the purposes of a Welcome sign.  The motion was seconded by Blake.  Bouska asked about Alliant running electric lines.  McCarville stated that the electricity would be run on state property.  There were no further comments.  The motion passed all ayes.
Mayor Bohle felt that it was important to establish a personnel committee.  He stated that he had asked Council members Bouska and Blake to serve on the committee.  It was moved by Loveless to approve the formation of the committee.  It was seconded by Bouska and passed all ayes.  Bouska stated that she understood that this was to develop personnel policies, and that it was not to take authority away from the supervisors.
Bouska introduced the Silver Cord Program which would recognize volunteer efforts by high school students.  It is in the program that volunteering for the City would count toward the volunteer hours.  Bouska wanted the Council to think about different projects or civic involvement that high school students could do to work toward this achievement if the program is approved.  No action was taken.
Willard Balk felt that the City should be doing a better job removing snow from around the fire hydrants.  Public Works Director Cauwels stated that the water department will start clearing the snow.  There were no further comments from the audience.  

It was moved by Moore to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Loveless and passed all ayes.  The February 1, 2010 Cresco City Council meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm.  The next regular council meeting will be February 15, 2010 at Cresco City Hall at 7:00 pm.
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