Mayor Mark Bohle called the meeting of the Cresco City Council to order at 7:00 pm on May 3, 2010.  Present were:  Dennis Blake, Amy Bouska, Josh Moore, Steve McCarville, and John Loveless.  No council  members were absent.
It was moved by Loveless to approve the consent agenda which included approval of:  the agenda, the minutes from April 19, claims, a contract for a home in the Housing Rehabilitation Program, and a resolution setting a public hearing on a Budget amendment for the 2009-2010 fiscal year.  The motion was seconded by Bouska, and passed all ayes.

Public Works Director Dennis Cauwels discussed the sewer odor problem, noting that it is puzzling because there have been high levels of H2S at the Medicap manhole, but very low levels 200 feet west of there. Staff will be looking at different options including aeration, ventilation, and decreasing the amount of stripping at the Medicap manhole.  Director Cauwels provided estimates for installing heat exchange units in the Street Shop to aid in the prevention of moisture accumulation in the insulation during the winter.  The use of fans and dehumidifiers was also discussed, and the council asked Director Cauwels to get an installation bid from the building manufacturer.  Director Cauwels also presented maps of proposed city streets to chip seal; streets to be done if there is any oil left or a proposed street is removed from sealing; and proposed streets for reconstruction.  He also mentioned that 42 trees had been requested for planting at a cost of just over $2,000.  He also stated that hazardous materials recycling will be occurring.  (Dates will be posted on the website).
Police Chief Mark Kissinger updated Council on the proposed changes to the Law Center.  The architects had three different options.  The first was to remodel and expand the law center.  The second option was to remodel both the law center and jail facility.  The third option was to level both the law center and jail, then start construction on a new facility.
City Administrator Lloyd updated council on other projects.  Reconstruction of 1st Avenue East is estimated to begin June 1.  Staff continues to move toward segregation of duties and other changes recommended by the auditor, in addition to  working on position descriptions.  The sewer sludge project is in the hands of the engineers.  The roof of City Hall is on the roofer’s schedule pending weather delays.  Lloyd briefly discussed suggestions by staff for 5 and 10 year plans.  Bouska requested that the street department break out their plan by dates rather than city section.  Lloyd stated that the comprehensive plan request for proposals will be sent out in the coming week.  Staff has hired Ethan Kraft in the Water Department and Ben Freidhof and Curtis Miller in the street department for summer help.  Lloyd stated that the city received 43 applications for the sewer laborer position.  Interviews had begun, and a recommendation should be to council by the end of the week.  Lloyd briefly discussed the Cresco Public Library Summer Reading Program, stating that  more information is available on the city website or the library website.  Lloyd stated that, at the request of council, he had contacted the software vendor, and the cost for emailing utility bills would be over $4,000 for the module, and over $750 for yearly updates.  Lloyd stated that the volunteer fair at the High School was fantastic, and there are several students that were interested in volunteering with the City.  Lloyd stated that all the energy audit reports are now in, and out to the departments.  Bouska asked that the departments provide costs for the various suggestions so that decisions could be made on cost vs. benefits.  Lloyd reported that he had been contacting different individuals to perform some GIS training.  Lloyd noted that Bouska had asked about community gardens at the east end of the airport taxiway.  Aaron Radtke says that there would be no problem with using that land.  Bouska presented information about community gardens in Rochester and Decorah.  No action was taken on any of the items discussed by staff.
Mayor Bohle opened the public hearing on a change to the City ordinance allowing recreational fires.  Janis Rockabrand, a Nurse Practitioner at the Cresco Medical Clinic stated that Council member Bouska requested her to attend.  Ms. Rockabrand stated that there were approximately 250 visits to the clinic for respiratory distress.  About 40 of those were emergency room visits.  Chuck Ollendieck felt that the time should be moved to 11:00 pm.  Jerry Ledbetter stated that not everyone gets out of hand and if they do, call the police department.  He also stated that lot sizes should be taken into account.  Council did come to a consensus that if there are many complaints that they would revisit the issue.  They also asked Police Chief Kissinger to keep a log of such complaints, and he agreed to do so.
The public hearing was closed.

City Administrator Lloyd performed the first reading of proposed ordinance 422.  It was moved by Loveless to approve the first reading of proposed ordinance 422.  The motion was seconded by Blake.   Blake, McCarville, and Loveless voted aye.  Bouska and Moore voted nay.  Motion passed.

It was moved by Loveless to approve a resolution waiving the second and third readings and considerations of proposed Ordinance 422.  The motion was seconded by Blake.  Blake, McCarville, and Loveless voted aye.  Bouska and Moore voted nay.  It was stated that the motion passed, but it did not, having failed to gather the necessary three-quarters of the vote.  

It was moved by Loveless to approve Ordinance 422.  The motion was seconded by Blake.  Blake, McCarville, and Loveless voted aye.  Bouska and Moore voted nay.  It was stated that this motion passed, but this vote was void due to the failure of the prior motion.  

Chuck Ollendieck addressed Council regarding the Junk Ordinance.  He received a nuisance abatement letter from Director Cauwels regarding his recreational vehicle.  Cauwels stated that the ordinance states that any motor vehicle that sits for more than 7 days without being moved shall be considered a junk vehicle, and a nuisance abatement letter must follow.  It was felt that Mr. Ollendieck’s vehicle was not junk, but was caught in the ordinance to prevent vehicles from being abandoned in yards.  Blake stated that the ordinance had been passed because the city had been having trouble with vehicles being left unmoved, and the City Attorney had advised that the definition of what is “junk” could not be left up to officials’ discretion.  Council stated that it would address the ordinance at a later date.
It was moved to adjourn by Moore.  The motion was seconded by Bouska and passed all ayes.  The Cresco City Council meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.  The next Cresco City Council meeting is scheduled for May 17, 2010 at City Hall.
