Mayor Mark Bohle called the meeting of the Cresco City Council to order at 7:00 pm on April 5, 2010.  Present were:  Dennis Blake, Amy Bouska, Josh Moore, Steve McCarville and John Loveless.  No council  members were absent.
It was moved by Bouska to approve the consent agenda which included:  the approval of the agenda, approval of the minutes from March 15, approval of claims, approval of an Excavators License for James Kitchen dba Kitchen Construction, approval of a Tree Surgeon’s License for Zach Steinmetz, Kevin Neuzil, and Steve Hubka dba Tarzan Tree Service, approval of a Carryout Native wine permit to Casey’s General Store #2511, approval of a premise update for Howard County Ag Society, and authorizing the City Administrator to hire Ron Hyberger as Wastewater Superintendent and Rod Friedhof as Assistant Wastewater Superintendent beginning April 10.  The motion was seconded by Loveless, and passed all ayes.

Public Works Director Dennis Cauwels updated Council on the insulation at the Street Shop.  He had spoken with the contractor, and the contractor will come back and perform some foam insulation of the perimeter of the building.  Cauwels stated that a mechanical engineer contracting with WHKS stated that the issue is ventilation.  He also stated that fans and dehumidifiers should assist in limiting the amount of moisture collecting in the building.  Cauwels mentioned that the work on Well #3 is nearly completed, and work on Well #4 is commencing.  He also reported that both the removal of stumps south of 2nd Street SE and work on leveling and filling holes has been completed.  Director Cauwels reported that looping a water line in the Campsite RV subdivision would cost an estimated $35,000 based on the 1st Ave East Project numbers.  Bouska noted that there are areas within the city with unlooped water lines and that it was inappropriate to proceed with one without a plan to address the others.  With respect to the sewer odor issues, he mentioned that there was no difference in pH and that the BOD results are not yet done.  He also stated that they have started diluting and taking the readings to see if it is working.  He raised  the question of whether he (in addition to the police) should be able to issue certain citations, such as those related to sump pumps.  There was discussion on lawn service contractors and blowing waste into the street, and whether the contractor would get the citation, or the property owner.  Council came to a consensus that it would be the contractor that would get the citation after receiving one warning.  Cauwels asked what council wanted for citation amounts.  Council asked for a set of alternatives to review.

Police Chief Mark Kissinger reported that they have had spring meetings to remind staff to enforce no bikes and skateboards on the sidewalks from 1st to 3rd Ave on Elm Street.  Chief Kissinger asked if there were going to be any changes to the burning ban to allow recreational fires.  Administrator Lloyd stated that the change to ban leaf burning inadvertently also eliminated recreational fires.  After discussion, Council directed staff to begin the process of adding recreational fires back into the ordinance, subject to restrictions to be determined.  There was no action taken.

Administrator Lloyd discussed current projects going on in the City including: sewer south of Highway 9, televising the City Council meetings, internal controls recommended by auditors, grant opportunities, City Street Shop, Cresco Food Technologies, and dilapidated houses.  Lloyd went into detail regarding Cresco Foods.  Lloyd stated that staff had a meeting with Cresco Foods and that they plan on expanding, but are not sure when.  Lloyd recommended that the City move forward with a 180 day sludge storage, and if the City needs to expand storage it could by adding additional panels.  Lloyd stated that staff continues to work on internal controls to maintain fiscal transparency, but he noted that there are things on the audit that will always be flagged due to our size.  Lloyd updated council that he and the City Attorney continue to come up with a reasonable franchise agreement with Alliant Energy.  Lloyd commented on Black Hills Energy Community Involvement, and that they are planning on being a contributor at a Friday in the Park event this summer.
It was moved by Blake to approve a resolution authorizing Upper Explorerland Regional Planning Commission to submit a grant application to the Iowa Department of Economic Development for the single family New Production Program.  The motion was seconded by Bouska, and passed all ayes.

It was moved by Loveless to approve a Letter of Support for a County Multi Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Lloyd stated that he was told this would not impact the City’s ability in applying for hazard mitigation funding.  The motion was seconded by McCarville, and passed all ayes.
It was moved by Blake to transfer a radio frequency license from the City to Howard County for the early warning system.  The motion was seconded by McCarville, and passed all ayes.
It was moved by Loveless to approve a sewer adjustment of $43.17 for Doug and Linda Smith at 316 Vernon Road when water did not go down the sewer.  The motion was seconded by Bouska, and passed all ayes.

Mr. Doug Williams spoke to Council on behalf of Howard County Charitable Projects, Inc.  He discussed aspects of renting the old City Hall building.  He stated that the organization has a board, they have already begun receiving donations, and have the interest in moving forward.  City Attorney Braun clarified that the conditions required for leasing to the group.  The consensus of the Council was that the rental should proceed.  It was moved by Blake to approve a resolution authorizing the Mayor and City Administrator to enter into a lease agreement with Howard County Charitable Projects, Inc.  The motion was seconded by Moore, and passed all ayes.
Mayor Bohle asked if there were any comments.  Council member Blake asked when the planters would be filled.  Lloyd stated he would find out and get back to Council.  Blake asked about the laborer position for the sewer plant.  Lloyd stated that the posting is still an internal posting until April 10.  There has been no interest so far internally, and the position would be put in the Times Plain Dealer, The Cresco Shopper, the City website crescoia.govoffice2.com, and channel 3 the week of April 12th.

There were no further comments.  It was moved by Moore to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Bouska, and passed all ayes.  The April 5, 2010 Cresco City Council meeting adjourned at 8:07 pm.  The next Cresco City Council meeting will be April 19, 2010 at City Hall at 7:00 pm.
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